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332 Jicount of Carnchfergus. [Dec. 

all is darkness wlieresoe'er I go, and Fergus the fii-st, king of Scotland, 

iiis^ht itself can blacken not the same ; about 320 years before Christ*, 

but «)ien (liis soul, that fluiters to h does iiol, however, apjjear \o 

be free, shall leave behind this cmn- have become a place of much impor- 

broui lead of earth, ami rise on air v tauce till tlie arrival of the Knglish, 

wincTS beyond the stars: then palt; about the year 1178, viheii Hugh de 

remembrance with her meagre face, Lacy founded the castle; placing a 

and drooping pity hither shall repair, strong garrison to awe the adjacent 

to sit as mourners near my silent counlry. 

home. Spontaneous here the spotless 'I'lie town is pleasantly situated along 

flowers shall spring, and pity's tears tiieshore.andiiasathrivingappearance, 

shall add nutritious juice. 'J lie many of the best houses having been 

■sillage maids will make their garlands built within these few years; the houses 

Iiere, and sav, these flowers so iiuio- are built mostly of stone, commonly 

cent and fair, rise from ill-fated, poor two or three stories high, within the 

Lewiiia's grave." ' walls ; except the main street, all the 

bhe ceased, and sunk u])on ilie others are narrow, and though tolera- 

dewy plain, the morning star looked bly well paved are usually kept dirty, 

down upon her woes. I started wild- The parts witliout the walls are call- 

ly from the mournful scene, and ed tiie Irish and Scotch <iuarters; they 

slowly measured back the steps 1 contain a greater number of houses than 

came : the pale blue e\e of morn the town, as may be seen from the fol- 

again appeared; the m'oon in sad- lowinglist taken November 12th KSOS. 

ness hid behind the hill, and day in the town ;.'14 

was young on all the neighbouring li'ish (quarter, ItiO 

heights. The sun returned in majes- Scotch <|uarter IL? 

ty divine, and spread his lustre over Total, .... 4871 

fields and groves ; but sweet Lewina Supposed number of Inhabitants, 3400. 

never more returned, to banish sorrow In June, 17<)7, the number of dwell- 

from a parent's heart. S. ing houses in the town, &c. was 452, 

(increase. 35 houses.) The town was 

- formerly a place of strength, encom- 

To the Editor of the Belfast Magazine. Y'^'-f «'ith a wall and wet ditcli, hav- 

___ ing four gates, some of which were iii 

sjR former times entered by draw -bridges : 

// vou ihivk the follmving Accmml of a great part of the walls is yet staud- 

Carricl^fa'smicynlHjayac.inyonr '»& f^ « ianke.l wih bastions near 

Magazine, it is at your service twenty feet high It does not l.ow- 

Jn the Cyclopaediai Mai,azinc of ever, appear to have been capable of 

February las, a Ven, abridged and « '^nS. resistance at any time smce the 

, ^, : \ r ^t :„.^^„„inf Cnv mvenlion of artillery, being conimand- 

someKltat imperhct account oj Uii- , , ., ,. „ ,/',„,.„? 

. ij. -,, I , „ ..r.^,nr-^,l . cd bv thc acl accil countrv. 

ricli'feravs iv^riiten bu me upptarea ; J • J , - .... 

/(t-vc'o"" '■'"'' V It ,. , I be Church is an od building, in 

in tins account some errors ■u.liult ,i.„i;„o.f.i .. 

• ., ,. „„ .w^./j ^1 A the lorm ol a cross ,., <'.euicatea to 

Keremthejormer arecorrcctea,ai,a "• ^ '"' *' 

ihe tvhole much enlarged. '^ ---^r^----j':j;^,-i.-z^.-~-- -— «==.=. 

o vj g * Fers'i'S wns arwrwards lost in a storm 

coming (Vom Scorlainl, with many of his 

ADESCRIITIOS OF THE TOWN, &c. OF „„bles, ill tlif '2.)th year of [lis Reigr', 

CARRICKFERGUS. Trailition siiys, his body was found on the 

CARRICKFERGUS (anciently call- ''"'h •"'■'''■ ""' '"«'". ;;nd buried at Monks- 

j /> L I \ I, ., town, a place about three miles Vt . ol the 

ed Durwoburky, from Dun, a ^^^^' "^ 

fortress, and sober, strong or powerful ; ^^^ ^^^^^^^ ^^^ ;,, j,,;^ |j^j ^^^ ^^^j, ^, 

afterwards called Anockjergus) is ^^p inhabited. 

situated on the north si<le ol that targe + i-i,^ church formerly belonged to an 

and,commodious bay, to which it gives abbey whioh stood near the place where 

its name, in the county of Autvim, the county of Antrim Court-house is built. 

nine miles N.E. of Belfast, and eighty- The subienant'ous passage by which it 

eight of Dublin; was founded by comiuunicated, is still to be seen. 
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St. NicliolaSi and In the nwth aisle, is prison, both built about thirty years 

an old monnment of the Uonegall ago ; at the toot of the same itreet 

family, ensigns, armorial, &c. '1 lie are the Court-house and Gaol of the 

east window is of stained glass, which Corporation, old mean buildings not 

Represents John baptizing in Jordan, worthy of notice; 

and is pretty well executed; atout The Market-hou&e stands near the 

thirty years ago, a steeple was erected, centre of the town, and is a toler- 

which has a clock and two bells. There able building, with three arches in 

is also a Presbyterian meeting-bouse; front. Here is a market each Sa- 

and about a. mile from the town, a Ca- turd^y, pretty well supplied with 

tholic chapel. Here is a I'Vee-school, meat, and fish is plenty at most 

supported by subscription, by the seasons: fairs are also held on the 12th 

gentlemen of the town and neighbour- of May, and 1st of November, 

hood. There is also another lately Within these few years a consider- 

established, and supported at the sole able sum has been expended on the 

expense of 1''. D. Wilson, esq. the quay ; not without some use, for it has 

present venerable mayor. made it a more agreeable walk than for- 

In 1761, H.Gill, Alderman of the merly ; but the sand-bank which chokes 
Corporation, bequeathed a house, its entrance, is still suffered to re- 
garden, and 10/. per annum, to four- main unmolested ; at present a coal brig 
teen okl bachelors, they being free- or sloop, with a few lishing smacks are 
men of said corporation, and born the most everseen at it. Near the quay 

therein. Likewise in 17 Adair, is the Custom-house, so very mean as 

esq. bequeathed 3/. 8s. 5d. to nineteen not to deserve even the name of a 

old infirm freemen, resident in the public building , though built only a 

aforesaid Corporation. few years ago. 

The Castle stands on a high rock '^''* fishery in the bay, emploj'S 

that projects into the sea; but a considerable number of hands; the 

shelving towards the land. The en- ^^^'^ caught are mostly flat-fish, cod, 

trance is between two towers, called ^'"' I'^S 5 oysters are also caught in 

half moons, mounting several pieces plenty, and of an excellent quality, 

of cannon ; and over the gateway is a ^ great number of liands are etn- 

portcullis, and apertures for throw- p'oyed here at the cotton business in 

ing down stones, &c. hi the yard is ^" ''^ branches, as spinning, weaving, 

a small barrack, built a few years ago, ^'^- About twelve years ago only 

and vaults called bomb-proof; but th'ey a few persons here wrought at the 

do not deserve that name. In the aforesaid business, who brought their 

inner yard are store houses, and a ^'^^^ f''°'" Belfast and White-house; 

high square tower, the walls whereof ^'""^^ that time it has almost entirely 

arc about nine feet thick ; the lower superseded the linen, as may be seen 

part of which is bomb-proof, and serves fr°"' the annexed list, 

as a magazine: the upper part was a ^tate of the weaving business, at 

few years ago made into a barrack, but present, 

is a very incommodious one Intheluwn. Irish-gwirter. Srotch-gnnrter. 

In mi, this Castle was thoroughly ■*' '"■'^''•••.•.^ a^ l[,.en......6 at linen. 4 

rpmirc/-! Tn/I itvont,, c uiiislin...2 mushn..!o maslui....? 

rA^-Zl !r . ,r 1^ *="!" V''''- °^ .alic.,..!* calico...83 *caIico..27 

ordnance mounted on the batteries, „„,i 3 ,„(.,! y^ ,„t..,| 34 

&c. Since that tilne ,t serves as the total....24 grand total, 157 

pimcipal magazine to the northern At present there arc four cotton 

district. "let by some singular arrange- mills and two printfields, beside some 

ment m military quarters, the garrison smaller factories employed at the 

seldom exceeds ilty or sixty men from cotton business here. In the interior 

the town ot Belfast or Antrim. Ihe of the country, the soil is commonly 

present governor is General David a light mould, interspersed with turf 

Dundas, with a salary of 500i. per bogs, and heath ; lime-stone is also 

annum. found in several places ; near the town 

At the head of the main street, is it is a heavy deep clay, very lich, 

the county of Antrim Court-house, ■ ^ r^^ j^^.,^^^.. .. ; ^a^ 

a handsome building; adjoining is the *Sixof«iec»JicaloonnirewrouglitbyfeiniIes. 

BELFAST MAG.no. V. *^ ^ 
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I believe equal to any in Ireland. 
In the summer is made a consider- 
able quantity of excellent cheese, 
said to equad the best from England. 
In the strand, opposite the Irish quar- 
ter, on digging a little below the sur- 
face, there is found plenty of peat, 
leaves of frees, and hazel nuts; these 
nuts contain a hard transparent stone, 
resemWing crystal, but whether the 
kernels are really petrified into this 
state, as some imagine, or merely con- 
gealed matter, I must leave the natu- 
ralist to determine : near this is al- 
so found excellent alabaster. Near 
the town is plenty of pipe-clay, and 
forn)erly a great quantity was ex- 
ported to England. Along the beach 
IS plenty of sea-weed ; it is common- 
}y of tiiat species from which kelp is 
made ; and is likewise used by the 
farmers as a manure. 

Ihis town has been a Corporation 
since the reign of Klizabeth, who 
grairtcd the charter to Arthur Chi- 
Chester (then governor) This was af- 
terwards confirmed by James I. with 
some additional privileges.* The 
government of the town, is vested in 
a Mayor, Recorder, Sheriffs, Alder- 
men, and Burgesses, viz. 17 Alder- 
men, and 24 Burgesses.f The May- 

* Amonar otiior privileges formerly 
possesseil was the fdllowing. The nier- 
chants had the liberty of importing all 
manner of merchanilize, at one third 
pan of the duties chargeable at any other 
part in the kinprdoai. This valuable 
privilege they sold to government about 
the year 1 6+0, for the small su'.n of 
iC.'iOO! and their trade was instantly 
transferred to Belfast. 

The Mayor can issue attachments a- 
gaiiist ships, or their cargoes, or ajrainst 
persons on board such ships, for the 
recovery of debts contracted any where : 
his jurisdiction extending from Beer, 
honsc, county Down, to Fair Forc- 
land«, county of Antrim, the TJay of Ban- 
por and pool of G:>nnoyle exrepfed. 
The water bailiff of the town, is the of- 
ficer who puts these attachments in ex- 
ecution. The Mayor also claims sal- 
>;age of all wreck found within his ju- 
risdiction, on the coast. 

l" The Mayor is elected from tfie Al- 
dermen ; the Sheriffs from the Burgess- 
es. The Aldermen and Bur£;esses, are 
mostly novi-residcnt, many of them with- 
out a footof ground in the Corporation. 



or is elected annually, the first Mon- 
day after midsummer, and enters in- 
to office at Michaelmas. The Cor- 
poration has the privilege of making 
freemen at will ; any person resident, 
and admitted by the old freemen, 
present in court, is entitled by the 
charter to be made ; but this right 
is often overruled by the court. '1 he 
number of freemen at present amounts 
to about 1100. For a long series of 
years, the Corporation was mfluenced 
by the Donegall family ; but lately 
they have proved themselves inde- 
pendent by electing a Burgess, to 
serve in parliament. The present 
Mayor, has also been elected, by the 
independency. 

The boundary of the Corporation 
is nearly square, being about four 
miles ; the land whereof is vested in 
the Corporation ; it is all let out ex- 
cept about 1500 acres, which is used 
as a common. 

Near the town are several handsome 
villas, the most remarkable are Pros- 
pect, the seat ©f Henry C Ellis, esq. 
Pausilypo, the seat of William D. 
Burleigh, esq. Sea-park, the seat of 
Thomas L. Stewart, es(]. and Scout- 
bush, the seat of James Craig, esq. 
M. P. The latter gentleman's seat is 
built on an ancient military post, cal- 
led the Scout-gtiard, and was for- 
merly entered by draw-bridges ; a 
deep trench that encotRpassed it is 
still to be seen. Adjoining is a crag- 
gy hill, called Knockogh, signifying a 
a low hill ; the town is supposed to 
have taken a part of its former name 
from tills place, viz. Knock, from the 
hill, and Fergus, after its founder. 
(To be Continued,} 

For ilie Belfast Monthlij Magazine. 

OF THE MAGNET, AND fTS PRINCI- 
PAL PHENOMEXA. 

OF all the phenomena exhibited 
to us by nature, magnetism, or 
the properties of the loacfstone, may 
with justice be considered as the most 
extraordinary, as the causes of the 
effects produced by them, have oc- 
casioned the greatest difficulties to 
philosophers ; for it must be confessed 
that notwithstanding all their attempts 
to explain them, we are as yet ac- 
quainted only with facts. 



